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[image: Meet Felicity Szucs, an eighth grader at South Lewis Central School District.  For Felicity, “community means people coming together to help and make their town a better place, whether it’s volunteering, having people over for dinner once in a while, or anything else that makes the people around them smile.”  “What makes a community is the old and young coming together to create new opportunities for everyone,” Felicity wrote in her winning essay. “My community is a great place to live because people will look out for you and, no matter who you are, people will give you a chance.”  Felicity is a 2023-2024 Northern New York Community Foundation Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge winner. She selected Lewis County Opportunities, Inc to receive a $1,000 grant to support its Port Leyden Food Pantry.  “Port Leyden Food Pantry helps feed adults, elderly, and children,” Felicity wrote. “Some of those children may go to my school so, by helping feed and fuel them, it not only makes the child happier and healthier, but also the people around them. The pantry can temporarily provide stability for families, so they have more time to get back up on their feet.”  Felicity recently met with representatives from Port Leyden Food Pantry and presented a $1,000 Youth Giving Challenge grant. The grant is supported by donors to the Friends of the Foundation Annual Community Betterment Fund, a partnership with Community Bank, N.A., and a leadership gift from an anonymous donor.   Pictured, from left, Heather Collins, Port Leyden mayor; Felicity Szucs, South Lewis Central School student and Youth Giving Challenge winner; Christine Chaufty, Port Leyden Food Pantry volunteer; and Mandy J. Evans, Community Bank Lowville branch manager and vice president/district manager.  We are grateful to Felicity for her thoughtful effort and support. We are even more impressed that she is one of dozens of thoughtful youths who looked inside her community to recognize an organization that works to improve quality of life.  The 2023-2024 Youth Giving Challenge asked students from Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties to explain in an essay what community means to them and to choose a nonprofit that embodies their definition of community. Felicity’s essay is one of 10 chosen from 128 submissions that came from nine different tri-county school districts.  Look for more photos and stories behind the Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge in the coming weeks.  #NNYCF #CHMC #LewisCountyOpportunities #PortLeydenFoodPantry #YouthGivingChallenge #CommunitySpirit #Community]


	Meet Felicity Szucs, an eighth grader at South Lewis Central School District.

For Felicity, “community means people coming together to help and make their town a better place, whether it’s volunteering, having people over for dinner once in a while, or anything else that makes the people around them smile.”

“What makes a community is the old and young coming together to create new opportunities for everyone,” Felicity wrote in her winning essay. “My community is a great place to live because people will look out for you and, no matter who you are, people will give you a chance.”

Felicity is a 2023-2024 Northern New York Community Foundation Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge winner. She selected Lewis County Opportunities, Inc to receive a $1,000 grant to support its Port Leyden Food Pantry.

“Port Leyden Food Pantry helps feed adults, elderly, and children,” Felicity wrote. “Some of those children may go to my school so, by helping feed and fuel them, it not only makes the child happier and healthier, but also the people around them. The pantry can temporarily provide stability for families, so they have more time to get back up on their feet.”

Felicity recently met with representatives from Port Leyden Food Pantry and presented a $1,000 Youth Giving Challenge grant. The grant is supported by donors to the Friends of the Foundation Annual Community Betterment Fund, a partnership with Community Bank, N.A., and a leadership gift from an anonymous donor. 

Pictured, from left, Heather Collins, Port Leyden mayor; Felicity Szucs, South Lewis Central School student and Youth Giving Challenge winner; Christine Chaufty, Port Leyden Food Pantry volunteer; and Mandy J. Evans, Community Bank Lowville branch manager and vice president/district manager.

We are grateful to Felicity for her thoughtful effort and support. We are even more impressed that she is one of dozens of thoughtful youths who looked inside her community to recognize an organization that works to improve quality of life.

The 2023-2024 Youth Giving Challenge asked students from Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties to explain in an essay what community means to them and to choose a nonprofit that embodies their definition of community. Felicity’s essay is one of 10 chosen from 128 submissions that came from nine different tri-county school districts.

Look for more photos and stories behind the Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge in the coming weeks.

#NNYCF #CHMC #LewisCountyOpportunities #PortLeydenFoodPantry #YouthGivingChallenge #CommunitySpirit #Community 	
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	Congratulations to Indian River Ambulance Service Paramedic Trainee Kollin Hardy!

We are pleased to announce a $2,000 grant from the Russell I. Wilcox Family Fund of the Northern New York Community Foundation to help Kollin continue his studies at Clarkson University to become a New York State-certified paramedic.

Complete details below.

#thoughtfullegacy #IRAS #community #NNYCF 	
	... See MoreSee Less
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Comment on Facebook
A perfect selection for this generous legacy gift! Kollin is an exemplary EMT and will no doubt be a wonderful paramedic in our region!

Congrats Kollin! Thanks for all you do for our community!

Well deserved, Kollin Hardy!

You’re doing awesome Kollin!

Congrats Kollin Hardy!!!!!

View more comments




	We are pleased to announce a $10,000 Northern New York Community Foundation grant that will help the The Salvation Army Massena, NY complete a new commercial kitchen at its Victory Road facility.

The project will extend the organization’s ability to serve neighbors in need and help alleviate food insecurity in the greater Massena area.

Complete details below.

#NNYCF #SalvationArmy #Partners #EssentialNeeds #Grantmaking 	
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Comment on Facebook
You all do so much for the North Country! Thank you for that! 🤗
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