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»»  FRIENDS BUILD STRONGER COMMUNITIESFRIENDS BUILD STRONGER COMMUNITIES

A Community Foundation matching 
grant will help the nonprofit Watertown 
Area Boxing Club build charitable 
support for its work with local youth.  	

		                     See story on page 13 
Kara Dry / For Thoughtful Giving

Donors help provide Donors help provide 
opportunities for opportunities for 
youth developmentyouth development
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Northern New York Community Foundation nnycf.org

RANDE RICHARDSON

Our friends make a difference 
in immediate and lasting ways

Northern New York
Community Foundation
Since 1929

Located within the Northern  
New York Philanthropy Center  

131 Washington Street  
Watertown, NY  13601
315-782-7110 • info@nnycf.org 
St. Lawrence County Extension
Canton, NY  13617

Connect with us online
   nnycf.org

Board of Directors

Cheryl R. Steckly, Lowville 
 Chair

Emily Sprague, Watertown 
 Vice Chair

Mark R. Lavarnway, Watertown

 Secretary / Treasurer

Catherine Burns Quencer, Dexter

 Immediate Past Chair

Victoria Hasseler Collins, Croghan

Jeffrey Ginger, Adams Center

Marie A. Hess, Sackets Harbor

Elizabeth Perry, Adams

Theresa L. Quintin, Evans Mills

Brent V. Sanford, Clayton

Robert M. Sligar, Carthage

Timothy L. Savage, Canton

Mark W. Thompson, Watertown 
Faye C. Waterman, Clayton

Lisa A. Weber, Wellesley Island

Staff

Rande Richardson
 President & CEO
 rande@nnycf.org

Max DelSignore
 Vice President
 max@nnycf.org

Stephen Magovney
 Chief Financial Officer
 Steve@nnycf.org

Michele Jeican
 Director of Finance
 michele@nnycf.org

Ken Eysaman
 Director of Communications
 ken@nnycf.org

Kraig Everard
 Director of Philanthropy
 kraig@nnycf.org

Mary Perrine
 Scholarship & Program Manager
 maryp@nnycf.org

Tara Hess
 Scholarship and Program Associate
 tara@nnycf.org

Emily Pfeil
 Philanthropy Associate
 emily@nnycf.org

Mary Loftus
 Program Assistant
 mary@nnycf.org

ANNUAL FUND GIFTS STRENGTHEN ESSENTIAL NEEDS

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED: Throughout 2024, donors to the Community  
Foundation’s Friends of the Foundation Community Betterment Annual Fund helped 
make possible $59,000 in support to strengthen programs and stock shelves at 47 local 
food pantries, soup kitchens, and school-based backpack programs in Jefferson, Lewis 
and St. Lawrence counties. The total support includes $40,000 as year-end aid to 37  
organizations across the region. An additional $19,000 was awarded throughout the 
year to 14 tri-county organizations, including the Community Action Planning Council 
(CAPC) of Jefferson County to support its new mobile food pantry. Pictured, from  
left: Ella Smith, vice chair, Community Foundation Youth Philanthropy Council, and 
Watertown High School senior; Craig Cashman, CAPC chief executive officer; and  
Caroline Feasler, CAPC Family Center director.

One of life’s greatest gifts is the 
blessing of friendship. At the 
Community Foundation, we 

are thankful for our many relationships 
rooted in a deep love of community. 
Those listed on the following pages have 
made a thoughtful choice to be part of 
the work we do together across Northern 
New York. Some made their first gift this 
year. Many have supported our work 
and mission steadfastly for years. We 
consider all of you a part of our extended 
family and the inspirational force that 
makes more good things happen. Your 
commitment symbolizes a belief in the 
importance of investing in the quality  
of life of our region for this generation 
and the next.
	 We are mindful that there are many 
options for your charitable giving. We are 
thankful that we have earned your trust, 
something we never take for granted. Our 
friends know that great communities 
don’t happen by themselves; they choose 
to take an active role in making them so. 

As a supporter of 
the Community 
Betterment Annual 
Fund, you are a part of 
everything we do, all 
throughout the year. 
By making a gift each 
year, you touch a wide 
range of programs, 
projects, and initiatives 

and invest in the things that affect all 
our lives. You recognize the value of a 
community foundation to the citizens 
it serves. Without you, this would not 
be possible. Whether a first-time donor 
or one who has been with us for a while, 
we thank you for standing alongside us 
in that important work. Thank you for 
your commitment to giving back to our 
community in such a meaningful way 
and for affirming the power of committed 
citizens to make a difference in ways 
that are immediate, 
lasting, and 
inspirational.
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Helping make Northern New York stronger — together.
Foundation Business Partners

T
he Northern New York Community Foundation gratefully acknowledges gifts of businesses and organizations
in support of Community Foundation leadership programs and initiatives. Featured below are those that directly 
supported the Friends of the Foundation Community Betterment Annual Fund and/or the Foundation’s Youth 

Philanthropy Council, LEAD Council, Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge or Operation Snowstorm. Their gifts 
help make our work together possible. Business partners that made gifts between January 1 and December 31, 2024,  
to help strengthen the quality of life in Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties are listed here. THANK YOU!

Fort 
Pearl
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T
he Northern New York Community Foundation gratefully acknowledges donors whose gifts provide for the future of 
our community and its people. Your gifts help make possible our work together in the community, including addressing 
emerging and evolving needs in the areas of animal welfare, arts and culture, children, community development,  

conservation & environment, education, elderly, families, health & wellness, history, human services, recreation, and youth. 
All donors to the Friends of the Foundation Community Betterment Annual Fund between January 1 and December 31, 
2024, to help strengthen the quality of life in Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties are listed here. THANK YOU!

Gifts over $1,000

Leadership gifts

Gifts of $1,000

2024 Community Betterment Annual Fund
Friends of the Foundation

Making Northern New York stronger for everyone.

Air Products
Harold & Carolyn Anderson
Bob & Jody Asbury
P.J. & Jen Banazek
Car-Freshner Corporation
Margaret C. Couch
William & Kimberly Couch
The Delaney Bay Fund
Paul J. Flynn
John L. Gormley
Deborah Hirschey
Mart Liinve
Cyril & Marlene Mouaikel
Lee A. Murray
Margot Remington Oman
Jill & Kevin Renshaw
Mary Jane Watson

Cynthia R. Ahlheim
Barbarajean Blodgett
Thomas H. Bradley 3rd
Kathleen Burgess
Richard Bush
Janice L. Charles
Max & Sara DelSignore
Albert & Theresa Desormeaux
Peter Duffy
Jeanne Emery
Denny A. Fuller
Trevor & Erica Garlock
Kevin A. Kieff
Joseph & Deborah LaClair
Mark & Joanne Lavarnway

Mary & Ted Mascott
John McNeely & Robert Woodside
Michael & Taira Morgia
Allan P. Newell
Newzjunky
James B. Oliver
Diane Petrowski & Austin Key
Rande Richardson
Jill & Tim Savage
Phil & Emily Sprague
Stewart’s Shops
Robert & Julia Storms
Sally Street
Paul Trimper & Sarah Barden-Schantz
Jan K. Turcotte
Gail Vant Zelfde
John & Georgia Vose
Kay Woodruff

Anonymous (2)
Lewis W. Brindis
James & Allison Chadwick
David & Nikki Crapser
John Doldo III & Amy Doldo
Ben & Josie Domingo
Juliana Eames
Brian & Katherine Fenlon
John Ferry
Knowlton Technologies
Roger Johnson & Rachel Lewis MD 
Candace & John Marsellus
Kenneth & Marion McAuliffe
Linda & Ned Merrell
Tony & Kay Morgia
Thomas & Leah Neely
Jim J. Petercsak

Timothy & Luanne Reagan
Marvin & Sylvia Reimer
Brent & Heidi Sanford
Michael & Jacquelyn Schell
Robert M. Sligar
Craig S. Snow
Mark W. & Carole Thompson
Philip Waite
Andrew & Sharon Williams
Donald & Diana Woodhouse
Peter & Kathy Wyckoff
Sarah J. Young

Anonymous (3)
Jeff & Dori Barnard
Ronald Berry
Michelle L. Capone
Marty & Sharon DelSignore
Vici & Steve Diehl
Kenneth J. Eysaman III
Joseph & Jutta Fitzsimons
Ann D. (Pandy) Goodbody
Doug & Mary Hanno
Mena Hansinger
John & Lorraine Henderson
Bruce & Margaret Howe
Don & Donna Hunt
Solomon & Rebecca Jantzi
John & Susan Johnson
Roseanne Laverty
Donna D. Macsuga
Stephen & Korinna Magovney
Matthew Meagher
Rick Merrill
Christina Mesires Fournaris
John & Jamie Moesel

Gifts of $500 to $999
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Gifts of $250 to $499

Gifts of $101 to $249

(continued on page 6)

John Nuber & Margaret Hummel
C. Arthur Pearson & 
    Judith Frank Pearson Fund
Keith & Elizabeth Perry 
Theresa L. Quintin 
Michael & Leslie Robare
Gloria Rothschild
Tom & Grace Sauter
Louise & Mark Scarlett
Ruth E. Seaman*
William P. Shuman &  
    Elizabeth M. Meyerdierks
Patrick Signor
Ethel E. Smith
Robert & Carolyn “Callie” Smith
Jeanne Snow
Edward F. & Cheryl R. Steckly
Dave & Mary Stone
Peter & Jeanette Turner
Russell & Mary Wilcox

Angel Alexander
Anonymous (2)
Mr. & Mrs. William Barden
Brooke & Drew Boulter
Don & Wendy Canfield
Dr. Daniel & Mary Cappon
Michael & JoAnne Crowley
Nancy W. Del Borgo
Caroline Dodge Fisher
Tom & Sharon Dyckes
Gretchen G. Eysaman
Christopher & Kari Fahrenbach
Joe & Shannon Foy
Bud & Ann Garlock
Sandra Geiss
Jeff Ginger
Patricia E. Guldenpfennig
The H.A.C.L.
Larry & Ginny Hasseler
Dr. Kelly R. Huiatt
Jim & Cindy Intschert
Bruce & Lorraine Irwin
RoseAnn Jakubowitch
Michele & Tim Jeican
KPH Healthcare Services
Lou Ann Lange
Kay S. Laribee
Marc & Christina Laribee
Kevin Lundy

Charles Ruggiero &  
    Lisa L’Huillier Ruggiero
Harold & Sally L’Huillier
Norah & Tony Machia / 
    Capital Construction Corp.
Holly Mackintosh & 
    Robert Sidloski Jr.
Elsa Marsh
Julie & Tom Mathien
Bill Munro*
James & Patricia Newell
Fred & Marlene Norfolk
Peter & Laurie Pike
Laurie Podvin & Adam Brown
Lucy Reed Foltyniak
Alan Reed
Dr. Frank & Joanne Rhode
Leslie Rowland & Fritz Hager
Bob & Jackie Sauter
Pattie Schreck
P.J. Simao
Brad & Nancy Smith
Tom & Teri Streeter
Samuel Thomas
Anna Van Slyke
Carol B. Virkler
Volunteer Transportation Center
Janet Wakefield
Brian Watson
Joseph & Regina Wetterhahn
Roy & Peggy White
Lynn B. Whittier
Stephen Yaussi
Michael F. & Kathleen L. Young

John JW Allen
Paula Amato
Kenneth Andrews & Nancy Peschko
Pat Archer
Pat Barbalich
Waring & Audrey Blackburn
Nancy Boynton
Bennett Brett & Thomas S. Brett
Carole J. Brown
Shirley Clary
Adam & Victoria Collins
Carl & Mary Colton
Joyce & David Crossley
Steven M. Daub
Kraig Everard

Alice Fisher
Howard W. Ganter
Albert Gault
Janet J. George
Rebecca Jackson
John & Kate Johnson
Mary E. Loftus
Dr. John & Mary Ellen Manfred
Lynn Morgan
Judith Morley
New Century Electric 
Charles Owens
Andrew Parisian
Richard & Cindy Parker
Irwin E. Parrotte
William & Catherine Quencer
Elizabeth Raisbeck
Beth Robinson
Mary P. Sanford*
Phyllis H. Schwartz
Bernadine Schwartzentruber
Theresa Smith
Kayleigh R. Stampfler
Ed & Debra Thompson
Stephen & Pamela Todd
Marilyn Trainor
Sharon & Steve Van Slyke
Thomas U. Walker
Rosanne Weir
Patricia B. Wells
Brooke Wills-Thomas
Dan & Denise Young

Michael & Margaret Alteri
Anonymous (5)
Constance M. Archer
Mary H. Arnot
B.J.’S Grill
The Bajjaly Family
Sheila Barney-Pullus
Dawn Bartlett
Alexandra Belinky
Malcolm Biedekapp
Bill Rapp Chevrolet of Ogdensburg
Thomas E. Bowie
Lynn & Scott Brown
William & Rebecca Brown
Katherine & Bill Brown
Elizabeth Burdick

Gifts of $100 and under
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(continued from page 5)

Jane & Lee Cagwin
Fay Cambridge
Joshua Canale
Victor V. Carambia
John & Karyn Carbone
Joan E. Carlo
Judy & Jerry Chase
Ellen C. Collins
Gregory & Katherine Couch
Dennis Crowley
Inger Curth
Ellen Darabaner
Roger & Nancy Datoush
Debbie Daub
Bruce & Elizabeth Daugherty
John & Melanie Day
John & Mary Jo Deans
Kathryn M. Del Guidice
Linda Dening
Kirk & Karen Denny
Bill & Debbie Dermady
Ms. Linda L. Dewan
Jan DeWaters & Stefan Grimberg
Bill & Carol Doe
James & Donna Donegan
Sally Doxtater
Alice & Brian Draper
Steven & Juanita Duffany
Deresa Durkee
Bill Ebersbach
Connie Elliott
Cooley K. Fales
Travis & Erika Flint
Fort Pearl / Jeff Graham
John G. Foster
Mary & James Fulkerson
Barbara Gehring
Alicia A. Glavocich
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eddy Gnip
Chuck & Linda Goolden
Cindy Graham
Jayn Maxon Graves
Lu Green
Dwight & Barb Greene
Linda S. Griffin
Robert & Linda Hagemann
Richard L. Halpin
Brian & Julie Hanno
Diana & Darrel B. Harris

Daniel & Ellen Hayes
Eugene & Gillian Hayes
Dan & Tara Hess
Marie A. Hess
Stacy Hickox
Alma H. Hild
Travis & Lyndi Hill
Mary M. Hoffman
Mark & Connie Holberg
Nate & Kay Holloway
Joey Marie Horton
Richard & Sharon Howland
Terry Hull
Deborah J. Hunter
Martha B. Jablonski
Kayla & John Jamieson
Michael & Nancy Johnson
Robert Johnson
John Kamide
Neil Katzman
Caroline Kelly
Jim & Marcia Kettrick
Linda Kloster
Austen LaBarge
Richard & Donna LaLonde
Dr. Patrick J. & Caren C. Lanigan
Jenna Lauraine
James A. & Constance B. Leana
Joe & Kathy Leskoske
Little Kildare
Karen Loftus
Mike & Dawn Ludovici
William & Beth Maguire
Carolyn Marlowe
Jeff & Claudia Marsh
Bart & Cheryl Mayforth
James & Joanne McClusky
Jim & Signe McGowan
Gilbert Metcalf
Arthur Montondo
Nico Morgia
Ann & Herman Morosini
Burr & Linda Morris
O.D. Greene Lumber & Hardware
Jim & Martha O’Donnell
Dan O’Leary
Jan B. Oliver
Ron & June O’Neill
Ann O’Reilly
Daniel & Carolyn Osborne
Loretta Lepkowski & Peter Ostrum
Martika Perrine
Mary Perrine

Jessica K. Piatt Walczyk
Marc Piche
Jane & John Pinkerton
Cathy Pircsuk & Jim Burr
Anna Platz
Greg & Lisa Porter
Sharon Potter
Peter Quimby
Janet & Bob Quinn
Elizabeth A. Rice
Janet S. Richardson
Glenn & Michele Richter
Joel Robare
Margaret & Ronald Roberts
The Robert D. Robinson Family
Ellen Rocco
Thomas H. Romoda
Deborah Running McGloine
Adam D. Ruppe
Scott A. Sanford
Brett Shippee
Shane & Erin Simser
Bernard Slate
Glen & Susan Snell
Tom & Elizabeth Spaulding / 
    State Farm
Catherine & Cabot Stone
Karen Stowell
Amy Summerville-Loomis
Carol M. Svendsen
Martin & Jean Szkotak
Barbara J. Thiebeau
Linda Thomas
Leo & Sonja Thompson
Janet & David Towle
Michael & Betsy Tracy
Drs. Mandy & Sam Vassallo / 
    Family Chiropractic Care
Katherine Verman
The Virga Family
Eric Virkler & Heidi VanZandt 
Bob & Betty Lou Vrooman
Bob & Carol Wardwell 
Joe & Laurie Weekes
Elaine White
Gary & Thadine Wight
James & Vicki Wilson
Michael & Debra Wojcicki
R. Matthew Young & 
    Michele M. Young
Richard F. & Janet R. Young
Tom & Suella Young
Jane Zimmerman

Gifts of $100 and under

*Deceased
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Recent Tribute Gifts
Includes gifts from Nov. 7, 2024, to Feb. 19, 2025, to the Friends of the Foundation Community Betterment Fund, or for those who have recently passed. 

In Memory of
Given by

Julie Alteri
Michael & Margaret Alteri

William K. Archer
Pat Archer

Bonnie Gale Arthur
Kenneth J. Eysaman III

Michael Malcolm “Berky”  
    Berkman
William & Rebecca Brown

Debra J. Beyer
Dan & Denise Young

The Biedekapp Family
Malcolm Biedekapp

Eva-Maria Christa Boenning 
Rande Richardson

Robert Andrew Boice
Anonymous
Little Kildare

Marie Abigail “Abbie” Brown
Max & Sara DelSignore

Bruce Buckingham
Karen Stowell

Natale “Nate’’ G. Carbone
Dori & Jeff Barnard
John “Jake” & Karyn Carbone

Steve Carlo
Pattie Schreck

Wilson F. “Fran” Clark
Rande Richardson

Frederick Clarke
Richard & Donna LaLonde

Randy A. Colligan
Rande Richardson

Judith A. Converse
Aunt Dottie & Uncle Steve
Gerald & Karen Burkum
Tammy Frary
The Loukass Family
Marjorie Meashaw
Anne Moomey
The Phillips Family

Janette Corey
Friendly Service, NCZ

Thomas P. Costanzo
Pattie Schreck

Richard J. Del Guidice
Kathryn M. Del Guidice

Ed & Jean Duffy
Peter M. Duffy

Eleanor Love Ebbinghausen
Rande Richardson

Nelson F. Eddy
Rande Richardson

Marlain R. Evans 
Max & Sara DelSignore
Rande Richardson

Kenneth J. Eysaman II
Gretchen G. Eysaman

Phillip L. Fay
Aunt Diane Carr
Mark & Donna Dutton
Amber S. Fay
Janet Fay
Cathy Labouf
Cynthia & Jim Lawrence
Connie L. Mastronardi
Nanny & Papa
Shelley Schneeberger

Mary Lou Edmonds Ferry
Max & Sara DelSignore
Kenneth J. Eysaman III
John Ferry
Rande Richardson

Pat Foti
Michael & Margaret Alteri

Daniel J. Frezzo, Jr.
Rande Richardson

Sonya Gale
Diana & Darrel B. Harris

Dani L. Ganter
Max & Sara DelSignore
Howard W. Ganter
Michele & Tim Jeican
Rande Richardson

Julie A. Gardner
Catherine & Cabot Stone

Terry K. Gehring
Barbara Gehring
Alicia A. Glavocich
Michele & Tim Jeican

Rev. Walter E. Giles
The Marsh Family
Paul Trimper &  
    Sarah Barden-Schantz

Steven J. Glasgow
Rande Richardson

Bruce H. Gleason
Mary G. Colton

Ralph A. Green
Lu Green

Estelle A. Guardino
Anonymous
Margaret Argyelan
Rande Richardson
Katherine Scheib &  
    David Holodak

Arthur Jay Harris Jr.
Rande Richardson

Richard Steele Hart
Mary M. Hoffman

Joshua Hartz
Pattie Schreck

Jean Hickox
Stacy Hickox

William “Bill” Henry Hickox
Rande Richardson

Jane Hodkinson
Michele & Tim Jeican

Richard J. Hoistion
Rande Richardson

Charles “Chuck” R. Hooven
Max & Sara DelSignore

Louise & Lucky Horning
Karen Loftus

Donald & Edith Jacobs
Solomon & Rebecca Jantzi

S. Rudolph & Margaret L. Jantzi
Solomon & Rebecca Jantzi

Harold B. Johnson II
Bob & Jody Asbury
Dori & Jeff Barnard

Stacie Muldovan Johnson
Michael & Nancy Johnson

Richard G. “Dick” Jones
Pamela H. Jones

Charles “Chuck” Bernard  
    Kamide
Rande Richardson

Annette “Honey” Katzman
John & Susan Johnson
Pattie Schreck

Doreen Strobert Kissel
Rande Richardson

Elizabeth R. “Bette” Lanpher
Friendly Service, NCZ

James O. LaPlante
Rosanne Weir

Joseph C. Loftus Jr.
Karen Loftus
Mary E. Loftus

Joseph C. Loftus Sr.
Mary E. Loftus

Margaret M. Loftus
Mary E. Loftus

Michael G. Loftus
Mary E. Loftus

Leonard R. Marsh
Elsa Marsh
Jeff & Claudia Marsh

Greg Maur
Janet S. Richardson

Nancy M. Kissel Maur
Janet S. Richardson

Richard S. & Marion L. Merrill
Rick Merrill

Robert & Ellie Mesires
Christina Mesires Fournaris

Jack & Barbara Meyerdierks
Elizabeth M. Meyerdierks

Jan Terese Mosher
Max & Sara DelSignore
David & Nancy Navarra
Rande Richardson

James F. Nelson
Rande Richardson

Dale G. Nutting
Kayleigh Rae Stampfler

Jane O’Leary
Dan O’Leary

Linda M. O’Leary, “Miss O”
Lucy Reed Foltyniak

Vincent R. Oliver
James B. Oliver

Hi Owens
Charles Owens

Judith Perry
Deborah Running McGloine

Gina, Marilyn, Joan &  
    Ed Pflugheber
Dori & Jeff Barnard

Madeline Pitcher
Martika Perrine

Amanda Faye Platler
Mary E. Loftus

Thomas Sawyer Powell
Max & Sara DelSignore

Theresa Puccia
Pattie Schreck

Robert W. & Hazel B. Purcell
Kevin A. Kieff

Douglas S. Quintin
Theresa L. Quintin 

Patricia Reed
Anonymous

Patricia H. & Charles E. Reff
Theresa Smith

John L. Rice
Max & Sara DelSignore

Elmer Richardson
Janet S. Richardson

Ray E. Richardson
Kara Richardson Morris
Janet S. Richardson

Ruth Richardson
Janet S. Richardson

(continued on page 8)
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Recent Tribute Gifts
(continued from page 7)

Dr. Bruce E. Rippeteau
Nancy W. Del Borgo

Angela Robbins
Kay S. Laribee

Harold Rothschild
Gloria Rothschild

Michael J. Roukous
Julian & Julia Alteri
Michael F. & Juliette M. Astafan
Camelia Moses 
Kelly C. Obermayer
Joseph & Michelle Roukous
Silverio & Ann Spaziani

Margaret Ryan
Dr. Daniel & Mary Cappon

John Richard Scarlett
Vici & Steve Diehl

Ruth E. Seaman
ADK Alpha Zeta Sister — Pam SJ
Gail F. Ames
David & Alicia Bach
Anthony Burgess
Max & Sara DelSignore
William & Debra Dermady
Tim, Michele & Jessica Jeican
Bridgette & Patrick Keenan
Dennis & Barbara Marshall
Florence E. Martino
Bridgit & Adam Millard
Rande Richardson
Patti Scordo
George & JoAnne Seaman
Ann Marie Simmons
Kathleen Slocum

Nancy Ferguson Seeley 
Leslie Rowland & Fritz Hager

MaeBelle Kissel Shearn
Janet S. Richardson

Douglas Sherman
Mark & Connie Holberg

Cindy L. Shoen
Rande Richardson

Mary Antonene “Toni” Silliman
Nancy Boynton
Mary P. Sanford*

Robert W. Smith
Cameron H. & Paulette E. Fish
Richard & Connie Van Arnam

Leonard G. Spaziani
Max & Sara DelSignore
Harold & Sally L’Huillier

Walton J. Sugrue, Sr.
Rande Richardson

Marlene Swab
Pattie Schreck

Richard A. Ulrich II
Stephen & Korinna Magovney
Rande Richardson

Peter Van de Water
Katherine & Bill Brown
Elaine White

Anita Varga, L.P.
Inger Curth

Alex C. Velto
Janet & Bob Quinn
Louise & Mark Scarlett

Lawson M. Virkler
Carol B. Virkler

Christopher P. Waite
Philip Waite

T. Urling & Mabel Walker
Kenneth Andrews & 
    Nancy Peschko

Sarge Whittier
Lynn B. Whittier

Barbara N. Webber
Patricia M. Campbell
Walt & Cynthia Piatt

Dorothy E. Willaman
Rande Richardson

Douglas Ross Wilson
Mary-Ann Robinson &  
    Robert D. Robinson Family

William John Yackel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eddy Gnip

*Deceased

In Honor of
Given by

Timothy Castilleja’s Retirement
Rande Richardson

Betty Connolly
Theresa Smith

Daughters of Frank Day Taylor
Thomas H. Bradley 3rd 

Deacon Bernie Slate’s
    Retirement From  
    Active Ministry
Jeanne Roy Snow

Karen Donato’s Retirement
Rande Richardson

Gretchen G. Eysaman’s
    88th Birthday
Kenneth J. Eysaman III

Harold & Sally L’Huillier
Charles Ruggiero &  
    Lisa L’Huillier Ruggiero 

Robert & Susan Horr
Katherine Verman

Sue Metcalf
Gilbert Metcalf

Officers & Trustees of the  
    Dexter Historical Society
Leo & Sonja Thompson

Personnel of the Community
    Foundation Who Help Us
    Accomplish Our Goals
    Throughout The years
Russell & Mary Wilcox

Jim Petercsak’s PAS  
    Hall of Fame Induction
Rande Richardson

Rande S. Richardson
Kenneth Andrews &  
    Nancy Peschko

Lisa & Chuck Ruggiero
Harold & Sally L’Huillier

Craig & Kim Snow
Jeanne Roy Snow

Jeanne Roy Snow
Craig S. Snow

Kimberly Snow
Craig S. Snow

Andrew Swords
Deresa Durkee

Andrea Wischerath’s Retirement
Rande Richardson

STEPHANIE MATHOUS BOSSINGER TEAM PLAYER AWARD

Stephanie N. Mathous 
Bossinger was a bright light 
who brought joy and laugh-

ter to those around her. She was 
a deeply devoted mother and ac-
complished athlete who played a 
starting role on South Jefferson’s 
first girls basketball state cham-
pionship team in 2004.
	 At the time of her sudden  
passing in December 2021 at the 
age of 34, she was married and 
had two daughters, Kennedy  
and Bristol, and a son, Jarrett.
	 Born in 1987, a daughter to Nellie 
and Kenneth Mathous, Stephanie 
graduated from South Jefferson 
Central High School in 2005. She 
went on to earn a master’s degree 
from Canisius and D’Youville 

universities 
in health 
services ad-
ministration 
in 2017. 
	 Stephanie 
lived each 
day with  
purpose, 
focus, and 
attention to detail. She had an 
influential personality, making 
everyone she connected with 
strive to be a better person 
through her constant display of 
honesty and purity.
	 The footprint she left with her 
children will forever remain her 
greatest legacy and she will 
continue to be a monumental 

piece in many people’s lives.
	 Shortly after she passed away, 
former South Jefferson coach Pat 
Bassett, who guided her team to 
the state championship, estab-
lished the Stephanie Mathous 
Bossinger Team Player Award at 
the Community Foundation.
	 “Her passion for group success 
made her an incredible team-
mate, family member, co-worker, 
friend, wife, and mother,” Mr. 
Bassett said. “Her ability to main-
tain a positive attitude in the face 
of adversity was inspirational.”
	 Stephanie’s fund provides an 
award for a college-bound senior 
from South Jefferson Central 
School District who exhibits the 
character traits that made her so 

loved by her coaches, teachers, 
friends, and teammates.
	 Above all, Stephanie modeled 
positivity with a willingness to 
perform good deeds. Awardees 
should be a compassionate 
helper, willing to assist those in 
need, and value team success 
over individual success. Prefer-
ence may be given for a student 
with an interest in athletics or 
fitness. Three students have 
earned the award to date.
	 There is no greater honor than 
to be entrusted with the legacy 
of a loved one, and we are hum-
bled to be part of the special 
and meaningful way Stephanie 
will forever live in the hearts of 
those she inspired.
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SO THEY ARE NEVER FORGOTTEN. 
Touching lives. Forever.

THOUGHTFUL 
LEGACIES

Emma May Lyon

Linda Nichols Lahey Fay

Marion E. Kirkland

Thoughtful 
Legacies
HONORING 
THOSE WE LOST:  
Since 1929, the Northern 
New York Community 
Foundation has been 
built by those who have 
made the thoughtful 
decision to provide 
enduring support for the 
communities they love. 
We are very grateful for 
these acts of generosity 
that help perpetuate 
lives of great meaning, 
not only for those who 
knew and loved them, 
but for those who will 
forever benefit from 
their vision for a better 
region. To learn how 
you can honor a loved 
one’s legacy, contact  
us at info@nnycf.org,  
or 315-782-7110.

Tribute gifts in memory of 
Emma May Lyon

Max & Sara DelSignore

Tribute gifts in memory of 
Marion E. Kirkland

Evelyn Kormanik
Rande Richardson

Tribute gifts in memory of 
Linda Nichols Lahey Fay

Max & Sara DelSignore
Rande Richardson

L inda Nichols Lahey Fay was devoted to the care of others through a decades-long career 
as a Registered Nurse and nursing educator that touched countless lives. Linda’s caring 
heart, friendly nature, and desire to help others were cornerstones in her career, family, 

and community. Born in Ogdensburg in 1946, a daughter to Helen and John “Jack” Nichols 
Lahey, she graduated from Massena High School and earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
from Plattsburgh State and a Master of Education from St. Lawrence University. She began 
her career as a nurse in Manhattan, where she worked for five years. Upon returning to the 
North Country, Linda became a professor in the nursing program at SUNY Canton, where she 

taught, mentored, and inspired thousands of students during her tenure. She married Daniel G. Fay in 1972, and the 
couple settled in Canton, where they raised a daughter and two sons. Linda was an integral part of her community, 
serving on the boards of numerous clubs and charities. She was a longtime Friend of the Community Foundation and 
was a charter member of its St. Lawrence County Advisory Council. During that time, she 
also established named family funds to benefit the people and places of the region. We 
are grateful for her friendship and share our sincere sympathy with her husband, Dan, 
and children, Kelley, Ed, and John, as we celebrate her life, legacy and important role in 
advancing the Foundation’s work in St. Lawrence County.

Marion E. Kirkland was proud of her North Country heritage and cherished her 
family and faith while serving her community in meaningful ways that made a 
positive impact on the lives of others. Born in Watertown in 1932, a daughter to 

Catherine and William Barrisford, she graduated from Watertown High School in 1952. 
Marion married Edward J. Kirkland in 1953 in Watertown and celebrated 65 years of mar-
riage before Edward passed away in 2019. She began her professional career in television, 
working for WCNY-TV in Carthage before moving offices to the Hotel Woodruff in Water-
town, where she was a copywriter for both WWNY-TV and WWNY Radio. In 1977, Marion 

went to work for the New York State Department of Labor, later transferring to the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, retiring as the secretary for Real Property Services in 1993. She was active in her church and commu-
nity, serving on the boards of several local clubs and charities. When she passed away  
in January at age 92, memorial gifts were suggested to the Community Foundation.  
We are honored to be a part of the special way she will be remembered. Our thoughts 
are with Marion’s family as we celebrate her life and commitment to strengthening 
community through service.

Emma May Lyon was deeply passionate about music, performing as a vocalist in  
musicals and at the highest levels of competition throughout her high school years.  
Born in 1989 in New Hartford, a daughter to Anne and Christopher Lyon, she was 

raised in Forestport and graduated with honors from Adirondack Central School in 2017.  
She continued her education in general studies at Mohawk Valley Community College and 
was a very gifted artist, excelling in several disciplines. She later enrolled in the Academy 
of Art University in San Francisco. Emma May was an avid outdoorswoman and especially 
enjoyed fishing. She was employed as a receptionist at Rome Pediatrics. Emma May was 

devoted to her faith and was active in her church community. When she passed away suddenly in December at  
the age of 25, her family designated memorial gifts to the Community Foundation to help build the Lyon Family 
Scholarship Fund, which was established in memory of her grandfather in 2020 to support graduates of Adiron-
dack and Town of Webb schools who are pursuing conservation or environmental 
studies. We are grateful to her parents, Anne and Christopher, and extended family 
for the special way she will be remembered. Our thoughts are with Emma May’s 
family as we celebrate her legacy of kindness.
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Mary P. Sanford

Tribute gifts in memory of 
Mary P. Sanford

Cynthia R. Ahlheim
The Barbone Family
Carl & Janna Bingle 
Carole J. Brown

Barbara Ellison
Christina Mesires Fournaris
Janet J. George
Janice I. Henderson
Martha B. Jablonski
Kevin A. Kieff

Mary Kirch
Janet Sanford Kowalski &  
    David Kowalski
Mark & Joanne Lavarnway
Renee Lustick
Dan O’Leary

Peter & Laurie Pike
Theresa L. Quintin
Rande Richardson
David & Kathy Sanford & Family
Samuel Thomas
Anna Van Slyke
Sherry M. Wilson

William Danforth Munro

Tribute gifts in memory of 
William (Bill) Danforth Munro

Erin & Dick Greene

W illiam (Bill) Danforth Munro was deeply devoted to his family while selflessly sharing his gifts and compassion 
with many organizations and charitable causes. He was a proud veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and strived to 
embody kindness, generosity, and support for those in need. His legacy of service and his deep commitment to 

helping others impacted countless lives. Born in Syracuse in 1935, Bill spent most of his life in West Palm Beach, where 
he graduated from Palm Beach High School before continuing his education at Colgate University. Throughout his career, 
Bill held various roles in advertising, marketing, sales, and outdoor writing. The highlight of his career was his time as 
vice president of sales and marketing at Ande Monofilament and Mako Marine. His work and passion for connecting 
people left an enduring mark on all those who participated. He married Judy Behrhorst in 1962 and together they raised  
a daughter and two sons, celebrating 60 years of marriage before Judy passed in 2022. Bill was most at home on the  

St. Lawrence River, spending summers with family at their Murray Isle cottage where he loved all aspects of  
nature. With his wife, Bill was a longtime Community Foundation supporter who believed in the work and mission  
of improving the quality of life for all Northern New Yorkers. We express our deepest sympathy to Bill’s children, 
Bill, Cindy, and David, and extended family as we remember his legacy of kindness and generosity.

Mary P. Sanford deeply cherished her family, faith, and community, and was dedicated to making the world 
around her a better place for all throughout her lifetime of 92 years. Mary was born in Jeffersonville, Ind., in 
1932, a daughter to Blanche Rose and Joseph R. Peyton. She graduated from Jeffersonville High School in 

1950, and from the Norton Memorial Infirmary School of Nursing in 1953. While working as a nurse at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Louisville, Ky., she met Douglas M. Sanford, and the couple married in 1954. Mary worked 
as a nurse while Doug attended medical school. Following Doug’s honorable discharge from the United States Army’s 
Medical Corps in 1967, the couple moved to Watertown and Doug became a partner in the Watertown Ear, Nose and 
Throat Group. Together with her husband, they raised two daughters and two sons. Throughout her career and life, 
she remained active in her community and church, supporting many worthy causes and organizations she held dear, 

including those that enriched the culture of our region through the arts and music she so loved. Mary was awarded the Israel A. Shapiro Citi-
zenship Award in 2004, which was a great source of personal pride. As a fitting tribute to her devotion to the nursing profession and her love 
for family, the Mary P. Sanford Nursing Scholarship has been established at the Community Foundation to honor her legacy of service. We are 
grateful to Mary’s family to be a part of the special way that she will continue to touch the lives of our youth. Our condolences are with Mary’s 
children, Janet, Douglas Jr., David, and Martha, and her extended family. We join her family in thanking all those who made gifts of affection in 
her memory as we celebrate her life and legacy of service to community and devotion to family.

     Our summer issue of Thoughtful Giving will feature stories and memorial tributes about the lives and legacies of several  
Community Foundation supporters who recently passed. They include: n Shawn M. Baker  n Frederick D. Belcher    
     n Douglas S. Brodie  n Judith Ann Converse  n Raymond G. Green  n William James Heary  n Robert Paul Parks   
     n Ruth E. Seaman  n Charlotte Annette Walldroff

In Our Next Issue ...

Carl Joseph “Butch” Inglesby

Carl J. “Butch” Inglesby lived a life of adventure, traveling the world as an airline pilot. Butch was born in  
Camden, N.J., in 1933, a son to Alberta Eldridge Inglesby and John J. Inglesby Jr. He graduated from Trenton 
High School and attended St. Lawrence University before joining the United States Air Force. He achieved  

the rank of First Lieutenant, flying fighter jets. While serving in the Air Force he married Joan Patricia Shirley of  
Gananoque, Ontario, and they later settled in Yardley, Pa. Together with Joan, they raised two daughters and a  
son. Joan passed away in February 2012. Upon Butch’s honorable discharge from the Air Force, Butch joined Trans 
World Airlines as a pilot, retiring as a 747 Captain in 1990. He especially loved life on the St. Lawrence River.  
When he passed away in December at age 91, his family directed memorial gifts to the Community Foundation.  
We are honored to be a part of the special way Butch will be remembered. We share our deepest sympathies with  

his children, Carl, Patricia, and Michelle, and extended family as we mourn his loss and celebrate his life.
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YOUR FRIENDS GIFTS SUPPORT HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Grant support helps restore historic church
First Presbyterian Church of Watertown completes community fundraising effort

PRESERVING OUR PAST FOR THE FUTURE: This spring, First Presbyterian Church of Watertown will mark the completion of a $2.2 million 
campaign to restore its steeple. Pictured, from left, the Rev. Andrew Long, First Presbyterian pastor and Philip Sprague, longtime church  
member and “A Beacon Restored” fundraising committee chair. Kara Dry Photography / For Thoughtful Giving

“The Community 

Foundation is a catalyst 

that makes so many  

good things happen  

for our communities.  

To have its support in  

such a meaningful way 

is an endorsement that 

means the world to us.  

A matching grant from 

the Foundation helped the 

community understand 

how important this  

project is. It was entirely  

a game changer.” 

— Philip Sprague,  — Philip Sprague,  
longtime church member  longtime church member  
and “A Beacon Restored” and “A Beacon Restored” 

fundraising committee chairfundraising committee chair

A Community Foundation 
matching grant helped 
First Presbyterian 

Church of Watertown raise 
critical support for a more than 
$2 million campaign to restore its 
historic steeple.
	 The Rev. Andrew Long, said a 
$50,000 matching grant enabled 
broad support from the greater 
community beyond the church 
membership.
	 “We’re grateful for the generous 
support of the Community Foun-
dation and the wider community,” 
Rev. Long said. 
	 The church is Watertown’s first 
established house of worship.
	 The Foundation grant was 
offered to help encourage non-pa-
rishioners to give the effort a boost 
with a broader community focus.
	 Philip Sprague, a longtime 
church member and fundraising 
committee chair, said the cam-

paign accelerated thanks to the 
Foundation’s grant award.
	 “Unquestionably, we were more 
successful in raising $130,000 
from outside our congregation 
when we could talk about the 
match,” Mr. Sprague said.
	 The Community Foundation 
has a long history of supporting 
historic preservation and recently 
expanded to providing grants to 
churches when there is a willing-
ness to actively involve commu-
nity donors outside of church 
membership. 
	 Across Northern New York, 
some of the most prominent and 
recognizable historic properties 
are churches. Iconic landmarks 
such First Presbyterian Church 
add character, identity, and beauty 
to the local landscape and help 
link the generations together, and 
we are pleased to support this 
aspect of community betterment.

First Presbyterian Church of Watertown 
in the early 1900s. The original structure 
on Washington Street was dedicated on 
April 10, 1851. The church will celebrate 
its 175th anniversary next year.



12 Thoughtful Giving Friends Supporters 2025

Northern New York Community Foundation nnycf.org

LEAD Impact grants broadly support region

YOUR FRIENDS GIFTS STRENGTHEN LOCAL NONPROFITS

The Northern New York LEAD Council is made possible  
by donors like YOU who make gifts to the Friends of the  

Foundation Community Betterment Annual Fund and  
generous support from the following business leaders:

n Children’s Home of Jefferson County, 
Watertown — $5,700 to purchase a hygiene 
products vending machine for its behavioral 
health clinic in Jefferson County. This  
initiative aims to provide hygiene  
essentials at no cost to clients.

n Salvation Army of  
Watertown — $3,500 to help 
combat food insecurity and 
provide basic human needs 
for at least 100 individuals 
and families each day.

n Salvation Army of 
Massena — $3,000 to help 
launch a new commercial 
kitchen at its Victory Road 
facility. Funding will purchase 
new kitchen equipment.

n Encompass Recreation, Carthage —  
$2,500 to help lead a newly established 
Teen+ Club that serves neurodivergent 
teens and young adults. Funding will help 
provide a supportive environment for 

participants to build social skills, engage in 
recreational activities, and receive guidance 
as they age into adulthood.

n GardenShare, Canton — $2,000 to 
strengthen food security for vulnerable  

St. Lawrence County families and 
promote a local food system. 

GardenShare removes barriers 
to access while connecting 
consumers and producers 
through equitable food  
and resource distribution.

n Norfolk, Raymondville 
Food Pantry — $2,000 
to give the pantry a critical 

boost to secure more food 
through the Food Bank of  

Central New York.

n Lyons Falls ALIVE — $1,100 to support 
a coupon program for children to purchase 
fruits and vegetables at a seasonal market. 
Lyons Falls ALIVE is a new nonprofit serving 
Lewis County.

BUILDING ESSENTIAL 
SKILLS: Encompass 

Recreation hosts 
the first Teen+ Club  

at the Children’s Home 
of Jefferson County 

campus on State  
Street in Watertown.  

A $2,500 LEAD  
Impact Grant award  

will support the  
initiative to help pre-
pare neurodivergent 

teens and young  
adults for adulthood.  

“Without this support, 
many of these individ-

uals would have limited 
access to social and 

enrichment opportuni-
ties tailored to their  
needs,” Encompass 
Recreation Founder 

and Executive Director 
Kylie Schell said.

Kara Dry Photography / 
for Thoughtful Giving

A ccess to personal hygiene products, 
reducing food insecurity, and supplies 
for a new commercial soup kitchen 

are just three of seven initiatives that will 
receive a share of nearly $20,000 in grant 
funding from the Community Foundation’s 
LEAD Council.
	 A recent series of LEAD Impact Grant 
Program awards will support seven tri-county 
nonprofit organizations. After thoughtful 
evaluation of nearly three-dozen applications 
for funding, Council members sought to 
address current community needs while 
supporting a wide breadth of organizations 
whose work improves the quality of life in 
Northern New York.
	 “Projects and initiatives proposed by this 
year’s grantees broadly address many strategic 
needs across the tri-county region,” Council 
Chair Jessica Piatt Walczyk said. 
	 The LEAD Council is an advisory committee 
of young professionals empowered to identify 
and address strategic needs in Jefferson, 
Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties through 
community grants and volunteerism.
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YOUR FRIENDS GIFTS PROMOTE YOUTH PROGRAMS 

A POSITIVE OUTLET FOR YOUTH: Above: Javier Barrera, 11, works out during a practice at Watertown Area Boxing Club. Below: From left, Brooklyn Morgia, 17, 
and Nigel Spahr, 14, work with speed bags ringside as Javier Barrera and Evan Jorgensen, 15, spar. A recent Community Foundation matching grant is helping to 
build charitable support for the club, which became a federally classified nonprofit organization last year. Kara Dry Photography / For Thoughtful Giving

Boxing Club builds charitable support
Celebrating its 20th anniversary, Foundation grant will double impact

A s it celebrates 20 years of positive 
youth development in the region, 
a $5,000 Community Foundation 

matching grant is helping to build char-
itable support for the Watertown Area 
Boxing Club.
	 The Club became a federally classi-
fied nonprofit organization last year, a 
milestone that Founder and Head Coach 
Johnny Pepe said had been a goal for 
several years.
	 At its core, the Boxing Club provides 
a safe space for positive youth develop-
ment, teaching youths from pre-teen 
through high school ages enduring life 
lessons that are required for success in 
and out of the ring. 
	 “Respect is the most important funda-
mental kids will learn here. Respect for their 
coaches and fellow boxers, but above all, 
respect for themselves,” Coach Pepe said. 
“When you give kids respect, it builds trust 

and confidence and motivates them to be 
better people.”
	 With respect also comes discipline in 
a structured environment through which 
youths of all ages train and learn to perform 

to their highest potential in all aspects 
of life. Boxers also quickly learn that the 
sport does not condone bullying.
	 “Respect is everything, and that means 
combating bullying.” Coach Pepe said.
	 Coach Pepe is working closely with 
the Community Foundation to maxi-
mize opportunities for fundraising and 
strengthen relationships as he plans for 
a sustainable future.
	 “To have the Foundation and its first-
rate reputation behind us is one of the 
biggest things that has ever comple-
mented our program,” Coach Pepe said. 
“To step up and support us with mean-
ingful grant funding not only says ‘we 
believe in you,’ it’s like having an all-star 

coach in our corner.”
	 To join in supporting the Club, make gifts 
to Watertown Area Boxing Club, 146L Arse-
nal St., Suite 9, Watertown, NY 13601. Learn 
more at watertownareaboxingclub.com.
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HarmoNNY at home in Strand Theater
Community Foundation partnership a key driver for five-year-old nonprofit

F or HarmoNNY Performing 
Arts Community, the past 
five years has been a whirl-

wind journey from idea to upstart 
nonprofit to envisioning the city’s 
newest venue for the arts through 
the multimillion-dollar rebirth of 
the historic Strand Theater with 
Neighbors of Watertown.
	 Co-founders Joseph and Shan-
non Foy are quick to credit their 
success to a Community Foun-
dation partnership that began as 
HarmoNNY was organizing. The 
partnership continues to grow 
through endowment and agency 
funds at the Foundation.
	 Before it was established, 
founding board members turned 
to the Foundation for guid-
ance to help navigate the steps 
required to become a nonprofit 

organization. Mr. Foy credits 
conversations with Foundation 
leadership for helping to put 
HarmoNNY on the fast track to 
incorporation and eventually 

obtaining its 501(c)(3) status.
	 “We made sure to share our 
vision, which included estab-
lishing a performing arts venue 
centered in Watertown,” Mr. Foy 
said. “This led to the Foundation 
referring us to Neighbors of  
Watertown Executive Director 
Reg Schweitzer who was look-
ing for an organization to run 
the Strand Theater.” 
	 As a result, HarmoNNY, 
together with Neighbors of 
Watertown, opened the newly 
renovated space in January. 
	 Community Foundation grant 
funding has helped set the stage 
for the Strand as a professional 
venue. A $10,000 grant was 
used to purchase and install the 
house sound system, and $5,000 
in Youth Philanthropy Council 

funding secured a projection 
system that will permit a wide 
variety of events.
	 “Having a house sound system 
means that we are taken seri-
ously as a venue,” Mr. Foy said.
	 Grant funding totaling $8,000 
from the Foundation’s LEAD 
and Youth Philanthropy coun-
cils has also helped HarmoNNY 
develop a musical instrument 
lending library that offers music 
students and aspiring perform-
ers a chance to check out an 
instrument for a period.
	 “We passionately believe 
that our presence in downtown 
Watertown fills a much-needed 
space for this community, and 
we are thankful that the Foun-
dation believes in our mission 
and vision,” Mr. Foy said.

“We are deeply grateful to have the Community Foundation in our community — and  

now as neighbors. HarmoNNY would not exist as it does today without its assistance.” 

— Joseph Foy, co-founder, HarmoNNY Performing Arts Community— Joseph Foy, co-founder, HarmoNNY Performing Arts Community

A NEW HOME FOR 
THE ARTS: Shannon  
and Joseph Foy,   
HarmoNNY Performing 
Arts Community 
co-founders, at  
The Strand Theater  
on Franklin Street  
in Watertown.

Kara Dry Photography / 

For Thoughtful Giving 
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YOUR FRIENDS GIFTS AID LOCAL LIBRARIES

A COMMUNITY  
LEARNING HUB:  
Left: James Burchez,  
4, participates in the 
Kids Sew Club at Hay 
Memorial Library in 
Sackets Harbor. Below: 
Library manager  
Octavia Walker  
works with students.
In 2024, more than 
17,000 patrons visited 
the library to utilize its 
services or materials.

Kara Dry Photography /  
For Thoughtful Giving

A pair of Community Founda-
tion grants totaling $55,000 
will support accessibility im-

provements at two public libraries in 
Jefferson and St. Lawrence counties.
	 Hay Memorial Library is a com-
munity hub in the Village of Sackets 
Harbor. More than 17,000 visitors 
participated in programs last year, 
used and borrowed resources, or 
obtained computer or Internet access.
	 Library officials have been eager 
to construct a safe, modern entryway 
for all patrons, regardless of mobility. 
Installation of an interior lift and 
structure is planned to protect it. 
	 The Community Foundation 
recently awarded a $25,000 grant to 
help the library with the estimated 
$290,000 project.
	 “Having the Community Foun-
dation as a major partner for Hay 
Memorial Library’s ‘Welcome, All’ 
universal accessibility project will 
have a positive impact on every 
person who comes through the 
entryway of our community library,” 
said Christine Eggleston, Board of 
Trustees president. “This support is 
the very foundation upon which we 

are building our local efforts. This 
grant creates forward momentum 
and a commitment to upgrade acces-
sibility for all patrons.”  
	 Ogdensburg Public Library has 
served the community since 1922. 
Last year, it saw more than 26,000 
visitors, presented 230 programs and 
hosted 100 meetings. After years of 
temporary repairs, the library is pur-

suing a capital project to install a new 
handicap accessible lift and sheltered 
exterior. Patrons have been without 
handicap access since the existing lift 
failed last fall. 
	 A recent Community Foundation 
grant of $30,000 will help the library 
with the estimated $174,000 project. 
Grant support includes $5,000 from 
an individual donor.
	 “This matching grant is extremely 
important for the library, as it will 
help enclose our outside lift to work 
in all weather,” Executive Director 
Penny Kerfien said. “Ogdensburg 
Public Library is thrilled to receive 
this support and to continue our 
partnership with the Foundation.”
	 East Hounsfield Free Library was 
also recently awarded grant support 
for a capital project to help replace 
a furnace. A total of $15,000, which 
includes a $5,000 match to build 
charitable contributions from the 
community, was provided last fall.
	 Thirteen public libraries across the 
region have established permanent 
endowment funds at the Foundation, 
which provide an additional source of 
income to support their missions.

Library 
endowment 
partnerships
n The Community 
Foundation is proud to 
support our public libraries 
through stewardship of 
permanent endowment 
funds that enable some 
of our most treasured 
institutions to advance 
their work and missions 
now and in the future. 
Tri-county library partners 
presently include:

Adams Center Free
   Library
Canton Free Library
Cape Vincent
   Community Library
Depauville Free Library
Friends of Roswell P.
   Flower Memorial Library, 
   Watertown
Hawn Memorial Library,
   Clayton
Hay Memorial Library,
   Sackets Harbor
Lyme Free Library
Macsherry Library,
   Alexandria Bay
Mannsville Free Library
Massena Public Library
Ogdensburg Public
   Library
Potsdam Public Library

Improving accessibility for all
Foundation grants support capital projects at three libraries 



Northern New York Community Foundation nnycf.org

Collaborating to ensure enduring success

Nonprofit Partner Organizations

Making Northern New York stronger for everyone.

M
ore than 150 nonprofit organizations that serve Jefferson, St. Lawrence, and Lewis county residents have chosen to 
form partnerships with the Northern New York Community Foundation to ensure their work and missions endure. 
Partnerships are created through the establishment of endowment funds at the Foundation to benefit the nonprofit. 

It is a meaningful choice for donors to support the future of their favorite charities.

“Our Community Foundation partnership is highly valued  

and critical to our well-being. Our partnership also enables 

ONNY patrons to give to our endowment fund, helping to  

ensure a bright musical future for the North Country’s  

only professional year-round symphony orchestra.” 

— Kathyrn M. Del Guidice, executive director, The Orchestra of Northern New York— Kathyrn M. Del Guidice, executive director, The Orchestra of Northern New York

The Orchestra of Northern New York performs  
in Watertown’s Thompson Park in June 2023. 

Kara Dry Photo / For Thoughtful Giving

Jefferson County

4 River Valleys Historical Society
Adams Center Free Library
Adams Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary
Alexandria Township Historical Society
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church
Arc Jefferson-St. Lawrence
Arc Jefferson-St. Lawrence Foundation
Cape Vincent Arts Council
Cape Vincent Community Library
Cape Vincent Village Green
Carthage Central School District
Carthage YMCA
Child Evangelism Fellowship

Central Association for the Blind &  
	  Visually Impaired
City of Watertown 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
    Jefferson County (Camp Wabasso)
Crescent Yacht Club Junior Division
Densmore Church
Depauville Free Library
Dexter Historical Society
Disabled Persons Action Organization 
Faith Fellowship Christian School
Food Bank of Central New York
Foundation for Community Betterment
    (Alexandria Bay Chapter)
Friends of the Roswell P. Flower
    Memorial Library

Friends of Thompson Park
General Brown Central School District
Grindstone Island Research &  
    Heritage Center
HarmoNNY Performing Arts Community
Hawn Memorial Library
Hay Memorial Library
Hearts for Youth
Henderson Historical Society
Henderson Harbor Water Sports Programs
Herring College Memorial Educational Trust
Historical Association of South Jefferson
Honor the Mountain Monument
Hospice of Jefferson County
Immaculate Heart Central School
Indian River Lakes Conservancy
Indian River Central School District
Jefferson Community College
    Center for Community Studies
Jefferson County Historical Society
Jefferson-Lewis-Hamilton-Herkimer-
    Oneida BOCES
Knights of Columbus Council #259
Lorraine United Methodist Church
Lyme Central School District
Lyme Free Library
Macsherry Library
Mannsville Free Library
Meals on Wheels of Greater Watertown
Mental Health Association in  
    Jefferson County
Minna Anthony Common Nature Center
National Association of the 
    10th Mountain Division
Nature Conservancy
North Central Zone of the New York
    State Retired Teachers’ Association
North Country Council of Social Agencies 
North Country Family Health Center
North Country Goes Green Irish Festival 
Northpole Fire Company
NYS Zoo at Thompson Park & Conservancy
Ontario Bays Initiative
PIVOT
Point Vivian Preservation Corp.
River Hospital
Roswell P. Flower Memorial Library
Sackets Harbor Central School District
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Sackets Harbor Historical Society
Samaritan Medical Center
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Cape Vincent
Save The River
South Jefferson Central School District
South Jefferson Rescue Squad
SPCA of Jefferson County
Stage Notes
Thousand Islands Area Habitat  
    for Humanity
Thousand Islands Arts Center
Thousand Islands Emergency 
    Rescue Service
Thousand Islands Foundation
Thousand Islands Land Trust
Thousand Islands Performing Arts Fund
    at the Clayton Opera House
THRIVE Wellness & Recovery
Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
United Way of Northern New York
Village of Dexter
Volunteer Transportation Center
Watertown City School District
Watertown Family YMCA
Watertown Lyric Theater
Watertown Musicales
Watertown Noon Rotary Club
Watertown Sunrise Rotary Club 
Watertown Urban Mission
WPBS-TV

St. Lawrence County
Arc Jefferson-St. Lawrence & 
    Rotary Dodge Pond
Brasher Falls Central School District
Canton Community Fund
Canton Fountain Fund
Canton Free Library
Cerebral Palsy Association of the 
    North Country
Church & Community Program of Canton
Claxton-Hepburn Medical Center
Clifton-Fine Community Fund
Clifton-Fine Hospital
Colton-Pierrepont Central School
Community Health Center of the 
    North Country
Cranberry Lake Fire & Rescue
Edwards-Knox Central School District
Fort La Présentation Association
Friends of the Potsdam Museum
Gouverneur Hospital
Grasse River Heritage
Hammond Presbyterian Church
Hermon-DeKalb Central School District

“The staff have been a tremendous resource and help as we planned and  

launched our endowment at the Northern New York Community Foundation.  

Their professional insight was key to getting it off the ground!” 

— Michael Judd, Executive Director, Adirondack Mennonite Camping Association (Beaver Camp)— Michael Judd, Executive Director, Adirondack Mennonite Camping Association (Beaver Camp)

A PARTNERSHIP FOR THE ARTS: Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY), Canton, became a nonprofit 
partner in 2011 when it established a permanent endowment fund at the Community Foundation to perpetuate 
its work and mission. TAUNY Executive Director Joshua Vink, left, is pictured with Community Foundation 
Director of Philanthropy Kraig Everard. The Foundation recently awarded TAUNY a $10,000 matching grant  
to help build charitable support for its endowment fund. 

Hospice & Palliative Care of 
    St. Lawrence Valley 
Indian Creek Nature Center
Little River Community School
Madrid-Waddington Central School
Massena Central School District
Massena Music Friends
Massena Public Library
Massena Rotary Club
Morristown Central School District
New Beginnings Clothing & Food Outreach
North Country Children’s Museum
North Country Public Radio
Norwood-Norfolk Central School District
Norwood Village Green Concert Series
Ogdensburg Boys & Girls Club
Ogdensburg Command Performances
Ogdensburg Free Academy
Ogdensburg Public Library
Orchestra of Northern New York
Police Activities League of Massena
Potsdam Central School District
Potsdam Holiday Fund
Potsdam Humane Society
Potsdam Public Library
Sandstoner Foundation
St. James School, Gouverneur
St. Lawrence Central School District
St. Lawrence County Historical Association 
St. Lawrence Land Trust 

St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum
Traditional Arts in Upstate New York
    United Church of Madrid
United Helpers
Wanakena Historical Association 
Wilderness HealthCare Foundation

Lewis County
Adirondack Mennonite Camping
    Association (Beaver Camp)
Adirondack Central School District
American Maple Museum
Beaver River Central School District
Constable Hall Association
Copenhagen Central School District
Double Play Sports Community Center
Friends of Lewis County Hospice
Fund for Hope of Lewis County  
    Hospital Foundation
Lewis County Agricultural Society
Lewis County General Hospital
Lowville Academy and Central School
Maple Ridge Center
New York FFA Leadership Training
    Foundation
Oswegatchie Educational Center (NYSFFA) 
Railway Historical Society of
    Northern New York
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Burchell Fellowship helps ‘inspirational individuals’ pursue dreams

New corporate charitable partnerships established

Scholarship honors legacy of Watertown arts leader

A new, permanent scholar-
ship fund established at 
the Community Founda-

tion in December honors the life 
and legacy of Watertown native 
David Simmons.
     To perpetuate his legacy,  
local arts organizations are work-
ing together to build the David 
Simmons Scholarship Fund. It 
will support students from Jeffer-
son County who have participated 
in the performing arts during high 
school. In this way, it will help 
extend the support and encourage-
ment David shared with arts and 

theater stu-
dents during 
his life.
    David was 
an integral 
part of the 
Watertown 
arts commu-
nity and a fa-

vorite to local audiences. He had a 
long history of involvement with 
community theater organizations 
and was a Theatre Association of 
New York State award winner.
     David passed away in Septem-
ber 2023 just two weeks shy of 

his 61st birthday. He graduated 
in 1980 from Immaculate Heart 
Central School and attended 
Jefferson Community College. In 
2012, he married Scott A. Rennie.
	 A friend to countless students, 
David generously shared his 
talents with all who were lucky 
to have known him. 
	 To join others in helping to 
honor David Simmons, make 
gifts to: Northern New York 
Community Foundation, 131 
Washington St., Watertown, NY 
13601, or visit nnycf.org to access 
secure online giving.

Gifts in support of the 
David A. Simmons Scholarship

Scott, Leslie & Meredith Atkinson
Kyle & Ticia Aumell
Richard & Judi Bates
Alice Jean & David Boucher
Jonathan & Sarah Cole 
Michele & Tim Glover
Linda Illingworth
Karyl & Richard Irvine
Jane Bowman Jenkins
Thomas & Lisa Kerber Family
Christina Liberatos
Scott Rennie
Rande Richardson
Mary Antonene “Toni” Silliman*
Jeanne Emery Velto
Stephen & Karen Williamson

*Deceased

J
onathan “Jono” Burchell  
was the ultimate dreamer. 
 Not only did he dream big, 

but he also fully committed to 
making sure he could make his 
dreams a reality. It was his unpar-
alleled level of commitment to 
everything he did that made his 
many achievements possible.
	 An accomplished musician, pilot, 
extreme skier, concert producer, 
and fishing guide, his life was an 
inspiration to all whom he knew. 
	 Those closest to him recall his generous 
spirit. He inspired his peers to live their lives  
to the fullest and to follow their dreams, too. 
	 His love of adventure and his continued 
pursuit of his dreams led to his last experience 

of which he wrote 
to his mother: “I am 
learning the ways 
of bush flying and 
spreading my wings 
in the ways I have al-
ways dreamed. Thank 
you for bringing me 
into this world to 
enjoy such things.” 
     Jonathan was  
fatally injured at  
age 30 in a crash of 

the bush plane he was piloting in the Kenyan  
outback in June 2003. At the time of his  
passing, he was on the staff of the Laikipia 
Predator Project, tracking, capturing, and 
collaring lions for research purposes. 

	 He was a graduate of the Fieldston School 
in New York and the University of Rochester.
	 Allison McGrath Burchell-Robinson estab-
lished the Jonathan Edgar Burchell Memorial 
Fellowship at the Community Foundation last 
year to honor her son and make it possible for 
those who demonstrate the same spirit and 
passion, whatever their path may be, to make 
their dreams a reality.
	 The fellowship is committed to providing 
scholarships and/or financial aid to inspi-
rational individuals. Specifically, to assist 
individuals in their pursuit of education in the 
fields of environmental conservation, land 
conservation, aviation, the arts, and live music 
production. Individuals should be of outstand-
ing character, highly motivated, and highly 
committed to the pursuit of their dreams.

Jonathan “Juno” Burchell and his mother, 
Allison, with the muskie he caught on the 
St. Lawrence River in the Ivy Lea area.

Two leading Watertown businesses have 
partnered with the Community Foun-
dation, establishing corporate char-

itable funds to manage their philanthropic 
efforts in Northern New York and beyond.
	 The Watertown-based manufacturer 
behind the Little Trees air fresheners recently 
established the CAR-FRESHNER Corpora-
tion Charitable Fund at the Community 
Foundation. The fund will help strengthen 
CAR-FRESHNER’s impact and support of the 
Northern New York community that has been 
its corporate home for nearly 75 years.
	 The CAR-FRESHNER Corporation Charita-
ble Fund is designed to support community 
programs, projects and initiatives with specific 
focus areas, which will vary from time to time. 
	 In 2025, applications must focus on educa-
tional initiatives within Jefferson, Lewis, and 
St. Lawrence counties.

	 BCA Architects and Engineers recently 
established the 15 Public Square Foundation 
at the Community Foundation.
	 In partnership with the Community 
Foundation, the new charitable foundation 
solidifies the firm’s dedication to the people 
and places it serves. 
	 “We are honored to partner with the Com-
munity Foundation to ensure this legacy of 
giving continues to grow,” BCA Architects and 
Engineers CEO Travis Overton said. “Together, 
we’re not just designing spaces, we’re building 

a stronger, more connected New York.”
	 The 15 Public Square Foundation gives the 
firm a platform to expand its philanthropic 
reach statewide.
	 For businesses seeking to make a signifi-
cant impact, partnering with the Community 
Foundation is highly effective. In addition 
to tax advantages, a partnership offers broad 
flexibility, allowing a business to focus on 
areas that align with its goals and values or 
the communities or region it serves.
	 CAR-FRESHNER and BCA Architects and 
Engineers join a host of other businesses 
that have charitable funds at the Commu-
nity Foundation, including: Air Products, 
EDF Renewables, Haylor, Freyer and Coon, 
Hyde-Stone Mechanical Contractors, Jake’s 
on the Water, Renzi  Family Charitable 
Foundation, Shaw Harbor, T.F. Wright & 
Sons, and Waite Toyota.
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Donors Establish New Funds

D
onors frequently establish new 
Community Foundation funds.  
We have grown to now steward a 

wide range of more than 1,000 charitable 
funds that support hundreds of nonprofit 
organizations and causes. We are honored 
that donors continue to place their trust  
in the Foundation to administer these  
resources and carry out specific charitable 
objectives. Donors may make additional 
gifts to help extend support and build 
these funds. The following funds were 
established in 2024:

Corporate Charitable
    Foundation Funds
15 Public Square Foundation
Air Products Greater Massena
    Community Fund
CAR-FRESHNER Corporation  
    Charitable Fund

Designated Funds
Dominy Family Fund
Lynn Anne Dominy Memorial Fund
Surdo Family Fund
Up Home Fund

Donor-Advised Funds
Charlie Mouaikel Fund
Jim & Julie Ripley Family Fund
M. Russell & F. Marion Lee Fund
Peter & Karen Souch Fund
Roger W. White Sr. Foundation

Field of Interest Funds
Ellen C. Bush Fund
EmpowerPlay Fund
James C. & Sharon R. Blankman
    Foundation
Jordan Drake Memorial Fund

Organization Funds
4 River Valleys Historical Society
    Endowment Fund
Cape Vincent Arts Council Endowment

Project Funds
First Presbyterian Church: A Beacon
    Restored Fund
Glenwood Cemetery Revitalization
    Campaign Fund
Immaculate Heart Central Events
Junior Tennis Scholarship Program Fund

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IN? Consider 
establishing a fund to keep your passions 
alive, honor a friend or loved one, or to 
support the causes, organizations, and 
communities you care about. We’re  
here to help. Email Rande Richardson,  
president & CEO, rande@nnycf.org,  
or Max DelSignore, vice president,  
max@nnycf.org, or call 315-782-7110.

YOUR ANNUAL FUND GIFTS HELP STRENGTHEN  
TRI-COUNTY YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

SUPPORT FOR YOUTH PROGRAMS: Eight nonprofit organizations serving youth in Jefferson, 
Lewis, and St. Lawrence counties will share grant funding totaling $15,500 to support their 
work to serve children and youth. Tri-county organizations receiving funding to broadly 
support their missions include: Jefferson County — Watertown Family YMCA, $2,500; SoZo 
Teen Center, Watertown, $2,500; Hearts for Youth, Alexandria Bay, $1,000; Carthage YMCA, 
$1,000; Lewis County — Double Play Community Center, Lowville, $2,500; and Youth of  
Lewis County, $1,000; St. Lawrence County — Ogdensburg Boys & Girls Club, $2,500; and 
Police Activities League of Massena, $2,500. Above: Children and youth attend after-school 
programs at the Police Activities League of Massena. The league’s establishment in 2019  
created opportunities for youth in Massena and surrounding communities. Initially chartered as  
a Boys & Girls Club, it pivoted to its present operation to support at-risk and unsupervised youth. 

Scholarship Funds
Air Products Greater Massena 
    Scholarship Fund
Alexandria Bay Rotary Club  
    Scholarship Endowment
Angela Robbins “Believe” Scholarship
Beaver River Central School  
    Class of 2024 Scholarship
Camie E. & James K. Baker Scholarship
Clifford J. Hunter Scholarship
David Simmons Scholarship
Dr. Adam E. Tartell Memorial Scholarship
Francine Root Petersen Scholarship
Gary R. & Patricia E. Stinson Scholarship
Heather Hutchinson Memorial Scholarship
Henry “Tyke” Wood Memorial Scholarship
Heroes of Democracy Award
John Marnell Memorial Scholarship
Jonathan Edgar Burchell 
    Memorial Fellowship
Marie B. Surdo Memorial Scholarship
Mary P. Sanford Nursing Scholarship

Medical Society of Jefferson County
    Healthcare Scholarship
Michael J. Roukous Lineman Scholarship
Nancy Vecchio Memorial Scholarship
Phillip Fay Memorial Scholarship
South Jefferson Class of 2024
    Scholarship
Susan A. Sovie Memorial Scholarship
Tooley Family Scholarship
Ula W. Alton Scholarship
Watertown High School  
    Class of 1960 Scholarship
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Since 1929

The 2024-2025 Community Spirit Youth Giving Challenge is made possible by gifts from generous 
donors like YOU who contribute to the Friends of the Foundation Community Betterment Annual Fund, 
a leadership gift from an anonymous donor, and generous support from the following business leader:

FRIENDS DONORS INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS

2018-25 Program Partner

JEFFERSON COUNTY

     Hospice of Jefferson County
     Ryaan Rohan Bolla, South Jefferson Middle School

     Jefferson County SPCA
     Jolene He, General Brown Central School

     Mental Health Association in Jefferson County
     Annabelle Fletcher, Indian River Middle School

     Roswell P. Flower Memorial Library
     Nicolas Orsini, Watertown City Schools — Case Middle School

     Salvation Army Watertown Corps
     Blake Sweet, Watertown City Schools — Case Middle School

     Watertown Family YMCA
     Lola Johnson, Watertown City Schools — Case Middle School                  

                        
LEWIS COUNTY

     Lewis County Agricultural Society, Lowville
     Cally Shaw, Lowville Academy and Central School

                        
ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY

     Canton Free Library
     Li Lin, Canton Central School

     Morristown Backpack Program
     Brianna Colby, Morristown Central School

     Ogdensburg Public Library
     Olivia Nowell, Lisbon Central School

Grant recipients & winning students

2024-25 Community Spirit
Youth Giving Challenge

Each of the following organizations were awarded a $1,000 grant.

LEWIS COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY: From left, Lewis County Fair Manager 
Rachel Lisk and Lowville Academy and Central School seventh grader Cally Shaw.

HOSPICE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY: From left, Kathy Arendt, Hospice director of 
foundation operations & development and Ryaan Rohan Bolla, South Jefferson 
Middle School eighth grader and Youth Giving Challenge winner. 


