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A ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY LEGACY WILL ENDURE

Charles Owens
and his late
wife, Higouhi
“Hi” Owens.
The Owens
established the
Evergreen STEM
Scholarship at
the Community
Foundation in
2014 to support
St. Lawrence
County students
who are pursuing
post-secondary
studies in a
science,
technology,
engineering or
math field.

A gift for future generations

hroughout his life, Charles Owens has
I sought meaningful ways to help others
while working to improve his commu
nity and the world around him. For nearly 65
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Higouhi “Hi” Owens, until her passing in 2019.
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up kept Charlie and Hi in
the North Country, leading
them to begin a life te
gether after college itheir
hometown of Massena.
They raised a son and two
daughters in St. Lawrence
County while Charlie’s
career as a pharmacist led
him to senior management
with Kinney Drugs. He

retired in 1994 after 40 years with the

Gouverneur-based company.

Like his late wife, Charlie deeply values
education as an important way to improve
one’s quality of life. For that reason, Charlie
and Hi established the Evergreen STEM
Scholarship at the Community Foundation in
2014. The couple wanted to inspire high schoolawards totaling $240,000.

“| appreciate the services the Community Foundation
provides by making it easier for us to establish a charitable
fund that allowed us to share our success with our friends
and neighbors. It would have been much more difficult to

accomplish our charitable objectives without their help.”

— Charles Owens, lifelong St. Lawrence County resident
and Evergreen STEM scholarship co-founder

careers in Science, Technology, Engineering awarded has not impacted the initial gift the

and Mathematics (STEM), since they believed Owens made in 2014. What's more, positive
that a STEM education would prepare stu investment returns have enabled the fund to
dents for life-long success grow well beyond the initial gift, including its

O Each ye& 610 St6l%awrence County high  support to students.

school students are awarded a scholarship-to ~ Charlie appreciates the important role that
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and well-being and views
a quality education as a
pathway to achieve both.
Along with Hi, his gifts
have helped make possible
a unique scholarship that
will continue to help stu
dents and strengthen the
North Country, forever.

Dozens of St. Lawrence
County students have been
for the Evergreen STEM Scholarship during  able to pursue their dreams thanks to Charlie
their junior year of high school. and Hi's thoughtfulness. Charlie enjoys

Past recipients have continued with their ~ personally getting to know students and views
college education, majoring in studies such as each scholarship as an important investment
biology, computer science and engineering.  in the future generation. The two also believed

Since the fund began awarding scholarshipsthat by helping St. Lawrence County students
in 2016, it has supported 80 students with earn a STEM education, doors of opportunity
would open to keep rising talent in Northern

students to pursue post-secondary studies and As an endowed fund, the total amount New York to one day help others.
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ENDURING LEGACIES AT WORK

legacy fund at the Community
Foundation is invested for growth
so it can make a difference in perpetuity,
eventually awarding more in grants
to community organizations than the
initial gift.

The legacy funds shown here have
been established within the past 25
years to support a broad range of donor
interests and quality of life initiatives.

In each case, total grant support
has not reduced the donor’s initial gift.
Instead, the present day fund value has
increased beyond the initial gift and
grants thanks to investment returns.

Peter Van de Water Fund
for St. Lawrence County

Established: 2014
Fund type: Field of Interest Fund

Peter Van de Water

Purpose: General support for a
broad range of initiatives that
improve the quality of life for
residents in St. Lawrence County.

About: Peter Van de Water was the
first St. Lawrence County resident to
serve on the Community Foundation’s
Board of Directors. Throughout his life-
time, he made a meaningful difference
wherever he was. His belief in commu-

David G. Gregor Community Fund

Established: 2013
Fund type: Named Community Fund

Purpose: General support for a broad range of

initiatives that improve the quality of life for

residents across the Northern New York region.

About: Through his estate, Watertown general
surgeon David G. Gregor made a generous gift

to the Foundation. Since 2014, nearly two dozen
grants have been awarded in his name, supporting
projects and initiatives at more than a dozen local

organizations totaling nearly $83,000.

A. Eleanor Jackson

nity betterment endures through this
named fund at the Foundation that
has awarded more than a dozen grants
totaling $23,000 since he passed away.

David G. Gregor

A. Eleanor Jackson Fund

Established: 2004
Fund type: Field of Interest Fund

Purpose: General support for a broad
range of initiatives that improve the
quality of life for residents in the
Town and Village of Gouverneur.

About: Through her estate, Gouver-
neur resident A. Eleanor Jackson
provided a permanent source of
grant funding for projects that would
occur in her community after she
was no longer able to support them
personally. Since she passed away
in 2002, her fund has made grants
totaling more than $215,000 to
support projects and initiatives in
the Gouverneur area.

Choose a charitable fund that meets your goals

Designated Funds

You can direct your gift to perpetually
benefit a specific nonprofit organization(s)
or purpose. The fund provides a steady and
reliable source of annual support.

Donor-Advised Funds

You recommend grants to qualified non-
profits and we handle all due diligence.
Gifts to the fund may be made at any time,
with grants made over time. Donor-advised
funds are great for individuals, families,

and businesses and offer significant tax
advantages.

Field of Interest Funds
You can target your gift to address needs

in an area of community most important
to you. You identify your interests when
making your gift; grants are awarded to
nonprofits and programs making a differ-
ence in the area you select.

Named Community Fund

You direct support to benefit a specific
community or geographic region.
Programs, projects, and initiatives that
improve the quality of life in your chosen
community or region are supported.

Scholarship Funds

You can use your gift to help inspire local
students to achieve their educational
goals. You work with Foundation staff to

determine the criteria students must meet
to receive the scholarship and we process
the awards.

Unrestricted Funds

Your gift addresses ever-changing com-
munity needs within certain parameters,
including future needs that often cannot
be anticipated when your gift is made.

It begins with a conversation
Contact Foundation Executive Director
Rande Richardson, rande@nnycf.org
or Assistant Director Max DelSignore,
max@nnycf.org, or call 315-782-7110,
to learn how partnering with us can help
you achieve your planned giving goals.

NNYCF.ORG
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“The Community
Foundation is very
approachable and made
us feel comfortable while
honoring our wishes.

It's a way of serving
many people with one
stroke of the brush.”

Ed & Bobby Gordon;
Potsdam

1. Establish a Community Foundation
fund to continue your annual giving after
your lifetime to your favorite charities or
church, knowing that if an organization
ceases to exist, the fund is protected and
can be repurposed.

2. Establish a named fund to allow your
children and grandchildren to make
community grants in perpetuity.

3. Create a legacy fund to support a
specific city, village, town, or county, and
designate the type of things that will be
supported within that geographic area.

4. Establish a charitable gift annuity with
tax-deductible benefits to provide a guar-
anteed income during your lifetime with
the remainder supporting your charitable
interests or a specific Foundation fund
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Top 10 things you can do to Iv M

after your death.

5. Name the Community Foundation as
a beneficiary of an IRA or life insurance
policy either to support the Foundation
or a specific Foundation fund.

6. Start a Community Foundation fund to
support your interests now and endow it
later as part of your estate planning.

7. Start a fund to support your church,
providing stipulations on how it will be
directed, i.e., music ministry, buildings and
grounds, education. This provides assur-
ance that if the church should ever cease
to exist, your charitable provisions can
be repurposed for another designated
interest or charitable cause.

8. Create a scholarship fund for a specific
school district or college, with certain cri-

WORKING TOGETHER TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY

egacy

teria, or support some other aspect of your
school or college, i.e., music, arts, athletics,
library, reading, or professional development.

9. If you own a business, establish a fund
to give more effectively, efficiently, and
in a more formal and structured way to
enhance visibility, coordination, branding,
and impact.

10. Make a gift of appreciated stock to
start a Donor-Advised Fund, avoid capital
gains, receive a tax deduction and then
make grants to charitable causes you
recommend over time.

Get in touch with us

Contact Foundation Executive Director
Rande Richardson, rande@nnycf.org

or Assistant Director Max DelSignore,
max@nnycf.org, or call 315-782-7110, today.
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